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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON  
MONDAY 13 NOVEMBER 2017 AT THE 

VILLAGE HALL, 7.00 PM 
 
 

 
Present:  Councillor S O’Rourke (Chair), Cllr R Elias, Cllr F Foster, Cllr B Hargreaves, Cllr A 
Lodge, Cllr A Macredie, Borough Councillor J Hakewill (Items 1 – 6 only), County Councillor 
C Smith Haynes, Mrs L McKenna (Clerk) and 6 residents. 
 
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

 
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P Hobson, J Jelley and A Wykes. 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 
 

There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations. 

3.  APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

11 SEPTEMBER 2017 

RESOLVED:   

It was resolved that the Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held on 11 
September 2017 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true and 

accurate record. 

4. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE PLANNING MEETING HELD ON 2 
NOVEMBER 2017 
 

RESOLVED: 

It was resolved that the signed Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 2 
November 2017 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true and 
accurate record. 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THOSE MINUTES 
 

There were no matters arising from either the Parish Council Meeting held on 11 September 
2017 or the Planning Meeting held on 2 November 2017. 

6. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (see note below1) 

An incident was referred to concerning a number of cows that had broken through their 
holding approximately one year ago, and that whilst the incident had been reported to the 
Borough Council on two separate occasions via Street Doctor, no response had been 
received to date.  It was noted that a temporary repair had been made at the site however it 
was not considered to be acceptable in the longer term. The Chair advised that he would 
follow this matter up with the Borough Council and provide an update at the next meeting. 

County Councillor Smith Haynes and Borough Councillor Hakewill provided the following 

summary of events which had taken place since the last meeting of the Parish Council: 

- The draft budget was currently open for consultation which included library closure 
proposals.  Members of the public and members of the Parish Council were invited to 
submit their comments regarding the proposals either through the County Council 
website or County Councillor Smith Haynes; 
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- The Health, Adult Care and Wellbeing Scrutiny Committee had taken place last week; 
 
- Green Space Event: Consultations were ongoing throughout Kettering Borough.  Some 

interesting information had been collated from the event, including the number of public 
footpaths which had been adopted in 2012; 

 
- Police Crime Commissioner & Police and Crime Panel:  A number of issues including 

parking and thefts had been discussed at a recent meeting.  The Annual Police and 
Crime Panel Conference had been held last week; 

 
- A Care Leavers Celebration for Looked After Children by Northamptonshire County 

Council had been held recently where the achievements of the County’s Looked After 
Children and young people were celebrated.  Some children had also designed 
Christmas cards to raise additional funds; 

 
- A learning opportunity concerning the responsibilities of being a Corporate Parent in 

terms of adoption and fostering services had been held.  The Adoption and Fostering 
Teams had provided informative and emotive examples of the work undertaken in terms 
of looking after children in both adoption and fostering settings; 

 
- Statutory obligations, including Adults’ Social Care and Children’s Services must 

continue to be fulfilled, however it was acknowledged that these areas also put 
significant financial pressures on the Council’s budget; 

 
- £9.6million of savings needed to be identified as part of the 2018/19 Budget 

consultations; 
 
- In relation to the 2012 process for the adoption of pathways, it was noted that if both 

footpaths and bridleways had been formally adopted in 2012, then they were considered 
to be safe.  However, if they had not been formally adopted, the situation was less clear.  
It was suggested that the River Nene Regional Park (www.riverneneregionalpark.org) or 
Northamptonshire County Council’s Footpaths Officer be contacted to clarify which 
footpaths had/not been formally adopted; 

 
- A meeting of the Rural Forum had been held recently and considered how Parish 

Councils could raise additional funding.  It was emphasised that all Council services 
were facing financial pressures, however the need for Councils to be more 
technologically innovative in terms of fraud, and safeguarding of children were 
considered to be key; 

 
- There was no further update available on the Council’s consultation for allocated 

traveller sites; 
 
- A growth in Business Rates was still being considered, however it was acknowledged 

that government grants continued to be reduced.  A reduction in business activities had 
also been identified; 

 
- A meeting had been held to consider the number of Councillors and Members of 

Parliament in Northamptonshire, including the possibility of Unitary Authorities within the 
county.  It was important for Parish Councils to have a voice and to express their views 
regarding this matter moving forward; 

 
- In terms of Neighbourhood Plans, it was emphasised that local voices were important 

and needed to be heard; 
 

http://www.riverneneregionalpark.org/
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- Further to Minute 6.2 (11 September 2017), no application for a tepee wedding facility 
within the village had been received to date.  An application concerning the agricultural 
permitted rights of a track had been considered to be inappropriate and unsafe by the 
County Council, and was subsequently withdrawn.  A further pre-approved application 
had been submitted and needed to be responded to within 28 days.  A further 
application regarding the tepees was anticipated shortly, and would need to be 
submitted through the full planning process in order to permit access to roads and 
development of the site.  An ecological study and site plan would also be required as 
part of the application.  Borough Councillor Hakewill requested to be kept up to date 
regarding this matter. 

 
A concern was raised regarding the timings of applications being received by the Parish 
Council which sometimes included items at particularly short notice where it was often 
difficult to arrange a meeting to consider such matters.  Councillor Hakewill advised that the 
normal timescale for such planning applications was three weeks, and confirmed that he 
would look into the reasons as to why the Parish Council was not receiving formal 
notifications in a timely manner. 

 
RESOLVED: 

 
It was resolved that: 

i) The Chair would provide an update at the next meeting regarding a 
temporary repair to a cow enclosure. 

 
ii) Councillor Smith Haynes would email the Chair information regarding 

the Green Space event. 
 

iii) The Chair would keep Councillor Hakewill up to date regarding the 
planning application for a tepee wedding facility within the village. 

 
iv) Councillor Hakewill would seek to establish why the Parish Council was 

sometimes receiving late notifications of planning applications within 
their remit. 

 
7. PLANNING 

It was reported that two planning applications had been received and would be considered 

by the Planning Sub-Committee. 

RESOLVED: 

It was resolved that a meeting of the Planning Sub-Committee be arranged to 
consider the applications received. 

8.  FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 8.1 Cheques for payment: 

 RESOLVED: 

It was resolved that the following cheques for payment be approved: 
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Recipient Cheque Number Purpose 
 

Value 

Mrs Stewart 101048 Poppy Wreath £17.00 
    
S Booker 101049 Printing of draft reports associated 

with Neighbourhood Plan 
£30.00 

   £47.00 

    
8.2 Agree to release grants 2 x £1,000 to Village Hall (precepted 2015/16 & 2016/17) 

It was reported that there was an ongoing need for improvement and maintenance costs 
associated to the Village Hall.  A quote of £5,875 to improve the ladies’ facilities had been 
received.  A suggestion that a contribution from the County Council’s “Councillor 
Empowerment Fund” could be made to assist with this project, was noted. 

 RESOLVED: 

 It was resolved that: 

i) The grants (2 x £1,000) to the Village Hall (precepted 2015/16 and 
2016/17) be agreed. 
 

ii) Councillor Smith Haynes email a “Councillor Empowerment Fund” 
application form to the Clerk for the purpose of potentially receiving 
some funding for improving the ladies’ conveniences at the Village Hall. 

 
8.3 To consider 2018/19 precept items 

The Chair advised that the Parish Precept was normally considered at the January meeting 
of the Parish Council.  He advised that the 2018/19 precept items would be considered by 
the Finance Working Group in order to collate ideas and discuss what items were required. 

 RESOLVED: 

 It was resolved that: 

i) A meeting of the Finance Working Group be arranged to collate ideas 
and discuss what items were required for the 2018/19 precept. 
 

ii) The 2018/19 Precept be considered at the next meeting of the Parish 
Council in January 2018. 

 
9. FOOTPATHS 

The Chair advised that he would provide a footpaths update at the next meeting.  He also 

confirmed that he had been aware of a blocked right of way at Top Lodge Farm. 

 RESOLVED: 

It was resolved that an update regarding footpaths would be provided at the 
next meeting of the Parish Council in January 2018. 

10. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

It was reported that good progress was being made in terms of grant funding for the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  A suggestion that the Neighbourhood Plan be placed on the next 
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Parish Council meeting in January 2018 was noted.  It was also noted that once the funding 
had been received, it would need to be ring-fenced solely for this purpose. 

 RESOLVED: 

It was resolved that the Neighbourhood Plan be considered at the next meeting 
of the Parish Council in January 2018. 

11. HIGHWAY AND TRAFFIC MATTERS 

The Chair referred to the following update which had been provided by the Highways and 
Pavements representative: 

11.1 Report from Highways and Pavements representative 

A number of potholes and other issues had been reported on Street Doctor, whereby some 
items were not considered to require any further attention at present, and some others had 
been repaired.  These and any new items identified would continue to be monitored. 

11.2 Problems associated with poorly parked cars 

Dropped curbs were constantly being blocked by parked cars. 

Cars parked on the corner of roads in the village obstructed the view of both the drivers 
pulling out of junctions, and the pedestrians who struggled to cross the roads safely. 

11.3 Report of untaxed vehicle on grass verge in Lower End 

A car parked for many days had obstructed Kettering Borough Council’s grass cutting, which 

may also suggest that drivers could park anywhere. 

A car had also been permanently parking at the top of the bank, at Lower End/Orlingbury 
Road outside a house on the footpath which was beginning to crumble. 

11.4 Report of skip in High Street blocking the pavement  

A skip located in the High Street had been off-loaded onto the pavement as well as the road.  
It was felt that the gap left to walk between the skip and the pavement was inadequate for 
any member of the public with a pram, wheel-chair or mobility scooter to pass and would be 
forced into the road. Vans were also being poorly parked outside of the Old Post Office 

which was making it difficult for some pedestrians to pass safely.   

11.4 Other Highway and Traffic Matters 

It was reported that a significant number of nails of various sizes had been found on the 
Pytchley Road to Kettering (outside of the allotments), and drivers were urged to be vigilant. 

A suggestion to write a letter of thanks to Kettering Borough Council regarding their swift 
response to a Street Doctor reporting to repair a wall in the village was noted, particularly as 
it had been repaired on the same day that it had been reported. 

In response to a comment regarding the road side curbs on Kettering Road being difficult to 
locate, the Chair advised that the matter be reported via Street Doctor.  He also suggested 
that the relevant officers of Kettering Borough Council be invited to visit the village to see for 
themselves the issues being faced within the village first-hand, including parking and traffic 
concerns.  It was suggested that Street Doctor be used for reporting smaller items and to 

request an officer(s) of the Borough Council to visit the area for more significant issues. 
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It was noted that an overgrown hedge at The Overstone Arms, opposite Stringer’s Hill was 
causing difficulties for drivers as it was forcing them into the middle of the road.  A 

suggestion to write a letter to the pub requesting them to trim the hedge was noted.  

A suggestion to introduce a safe cycle and pedestrian pathway to Kettering was also noted.   

 RESOLVED: 

 It was resolved that: 

i) The parking issue at the top of the bank, Lower End/Orlingbury Road on 
the footpath which was beginning to crumble needed to be considered 
further. 
 

ii) A letter of thanks be sent to Kettering Borough Council regarding their 
swift response to a Street Doctor repair. 

 
iii) A letter be sent to The Overstone Arms requesting them to trim the 

hedge in terms of road safety. 

 
12. TRANSPORT 

A revised bus timetable had been published on the web and notices had also been placed at 
the bus station. 

13. TREE WARDEN REPORT 

There were no significant matters to report. 

14. RURAL FORUM 

In addition to Minute 6 above, it was reported that Parish Councils could fund their own 
Police Community Support Officer in order for them to work within the Parish.  Members 
expressed caution regarding this matter and emphasised that the Parish Council had limited 
financial resources and needed to prioritise issues of importance for its’ residents.  A copy of 
the last Rural Forum meeting would be circulated to Members for information. 

 RESOLVED: 

It was resolved that a copy of the last Rural Forum meeting would be circulated 
to Members of the Parish Council for information. 

15. SITUATION REGARDING POOR FENCING RELATING TO A COUNCIL OWNED 

PROPERTY IN CHURCH ROAD 

Members considered the general condition of the fencing and trees related to a property in 
Church Road.  A suggestion to write to Kettering Borough Council regarding this matter was 
noted. 

16. REPLACEMENT CLERK 

The Chair advised that Mrs Lynn McKenna would require training for her new role as Clerk 
to the Parish Council and that such costs would need to be included in the Parish Precept 
moving forward.  He requested that the Clerk submit the relevant training request to a future 

meeting of the Parish Council for consideration. 

 RESOLVED: 

 That the Clerk submit a training request to a future Parish Council meeting. 
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17. REVIEW AND PROPOSALS FOR AMENDMENTS TO OUR STANDING ORDERS 

It was reported that the review and proposals for amendments to the Parish Council’s 
Standing Orders were largely operational and would be considered at the next Parish 
Council meeting in January 2018. 

 RESOLVED: 

It was resolved that the Parish Council’s Standing Orders be considered and 

approved at the next Parish Council meeting. 

18. WEBSITE DEVELOPMENT FOR TRANSPARENCY REQUIREMENTS 

Further to Minute 7.4 (11 September 2017), Members discussed the possibility of having a 
dedicated Parish Council website or whether it should continue to use links on the Pytchley 
Village website.  Members concurred that as a grant was available from the Transparency 
Fund for this particular purpose, it should be encouraged to use the opportunity and have its’ 
own website if possible.  The Clerk was requested to consider the grant process further. 

 RESOLVED: 

It was resolved that the Clerk consider the grant process further including the 
set-up, training and funding of a Parish Council website. 

19. COMMUNICATIONS 

There were no additional communications. 

20. MATTERS OF REPORT AND ANY URGENT BUSINESS AT THE DISCRETION OF 
THE CHAIRMAN 

An issue was reported concerning the church lights and it was noted that a quote for the 
repair had been requested. 

It was also noted that another Planning Meeting would be held when another application 
concerning the Tepee wedding facility within the village had been received, and that every 
effort would be made to ensure that everyone was aware of and could attend the meeting.   

No other matters of report or any urgent items of business were identified. 

21. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION (2nd SESSION)1 

Please refer to the note below. 

22.  ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 

 RESOLVED: 

It was resolved that the following items would be discussed at the next Parish 
Council Meeting: 

- Transparency; 

- Standing Orders; 

- Website Development; and 

- Car Parking at the top of Orlingbury Road footpath. 
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23.  DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 

 RESOLVED: 

 It was resolved that the following dates of Parish Council Meetings be agreed: 

- Monday 8 January 2018; 
- Monday 5 March 2018; 
- Monday 14 May 2018; 
- Monday 2 July 2018; 
- Monday 3 September 2018; and 
- Monday 5 November 2018. 
 

All meetings will be held in the Village Hall at 7.00pm. 

24.  CLOSURE 

The meeting closed at 9.05pm. 

 

1 It is a legal condition that members of the public are not permitted to participate in a parish 

council meeting. For this reason the meeting is temporarily adjourned (Agenda Items 6 & 20) 

to allow members of the public to address the council on matters of concern. 

 
 
 

Signed:       Chairman 

 

Date:  


