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PYTCHLEY PARISH COUNCIL  
    

Minutes of the Parish Meeting of Pytchley Parish Council held on Monday 4th March 2019 at 
7.00pm. 

Present: Councillor S O’Rourke (Chair) 

 Councillor T Everard 

 Councillor F Foster 

 Councillor B Hargreaves 

 Councillor P Hobson 

 Councillor J Jelley 

 Councillor A Lodge 

 Councillor A Macredie 

 Councillor A Wykes  

Also in attendance: Mrs L McKenna (Clerk to the Council) 

 Borough Councillor Hakewill 

 County Councillor Smith-Haynes 

 1 member of the public 

 Action 

18/133 To receive any apologies for absence  

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 It was resolved that an apology for lateness had been received from County 
Councillor Smith-Haynes. 

 

  

18/134 To receive the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th January 
2019 

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 7th 
January 2019 be approved and signed by the Chair as a true and accurate 
record. 

 

  

18/135 Matters Arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 7th January 2019 
which are not included on the agenda 

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 It was resolved that there were no matters arising from the minutes of the 
meeting held on 7th January 2019. 
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18/136 To receive any declarations of interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct 
related to the business on the agenda 

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 Agenda 
Item 
and 
Minute 
Number 

Member 
declaring an 
interest 

Nature of Interest Present or 
absent 
during 
discussion 
of item 

 

 18/143 
and 
18/143 

Councillor 
Jelley 

Local interest as she is the Chair of 
Governors at Pytchley CEVA 
Primary School 

Present  

  

18/137 Public Participation Session  

  

No matters were raised by members of public in attendance at the meeting.  

  

18/138 To receive verbal reports from Borough Councillor Hakewill and County 
Councillor Smith-Haynes 

 

  

Borough Councillor Hakewill provided verbal updates regarding the following matters: 
- A Members’ briefing concerning the Local Government reorganisation of the two 

new unitary authorities:  Councils were now awaiting a Government Order to divide 
Northamptonshire County into north and west unitary authorities.  This was 
expected to be received in March 2019 and needed to be passed through 
Government by July 2019.  It was noted that if this process was not completed by 
the end of July 2019, there would be insufficient time to hold local council elections 
in 2020.  The new unitary authorities were expected to provide three Unitary 
Councillors per County Council division; 

- DB Symmetry: Councillor Hakewill had asked a question at the last meeting of Full 
Council regarding this matter and reported that an information session for Kettering 
Borough Council (KBC) Members would be held on 5 March 2019 to discuss the 
matter further.  Concerns were expressed regarding how the application was being 
managed through the planning process to the detriment of local parishes, which it 
was felt like their views were being ignored; 

- Last week, KBC had considered and approved an alternative budget.  £5k had been 
suggested to be included to put towards rural bus services as part of the bidding 
process, however unfortunately it was unsuccessful and was not included in the final 
alternative budget.  A further meeting would be held in a month’s time to consider 
a mini-bus providing a skeleton service to rotate round the villages to take local 
residents to and from Kettering Town Centre; and 

- Councillor Hakewill would meet with Councillor Wykes in the next two weeks to 
discuss the fence and bridle path issues within the village which had previously been 
raised with him. 

 

  

County Councillor Smith-Haynes provided a verbal update regarding the Budget 
2019/2020.  Northamptonshire County Council would increase its Council Tax to 4.99% 
as a result of a special dispensation from the government, however certain 
rationalisations, including winter gritting had been resumed.  Unfortunately, there had 
not been any subsidies available for rural bus services. 
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 RESOLVED:  

  

 It was resolved that the verbal updates from Borough Councillor Hakewill and 
County Councillor Smith-Haynes be noted, and that they be thanked for their 
attendance. 

 

  

18/139 To receive an update regarding the withdrawal of bus services within the 
village 

 

  

Councillor Hobson provided an update regarding the withdrawal of bus services within 
the village.  She reported that she had attended a meeting last week to consider two 
proposed routes, however expressed concern that some parishes would be left out.  
Discussions were ongoing regarding this matter. 

 

  

A suggestion for the Parish Council to request the re-instatement of a rural bus service 
when the position of the two new unitary authorities was clearer, was noted. 

 

  

It was also noted that the next Rural Bus Services Meeting would be held on Wednesday 
3 April 2019 at 4pm. 

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 It was resolved that the update regarding the withdrawal of bus services 
within the village, be noted. 

 

  

18/140 To receive an update report regarding any tree related matters from the 
Parish Council Tree Warden representative 

 

  

The Parish Council Tree Warden representative reported that the donated fruit tree had 
been successfully planted close to the original site of the previous tree. 

 

  

Members requested that a thank you letter be sent to Ms Brown thanking her for her 
kind and generous donation of an 18-140 eating apple tree to the residents of Pytchley. 

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 i. It was resolved that the update regarding tree related matters within 
the village, be noted. 

 

  

 ii. It was resolved that a thank you letter be sent to Ms Brown thanking her 
for her kind and generous donation of an 18-140 eating apple tree to 
the residents of Pytchley. 

Clerk  

  

18/141 To receive an update regarding any planning related matters:  

  

 i) The Elms  

  

It was noted that the Parish Council had written a letter to Kettering Borough Council 
(KBC) on 12 February 2019 objecting to the erection of a windbreak at The Elms.  It was 
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believed that a number of local residents had also written letters to KBC objecting to the 
planning proposal. 

  

Members agreed that Councillor Lodge would attend the Planning Committee at KBC 
and speak against the application on behalf of the Parish Council. 

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 It was resolved that Councillor Lodge would attend the Planning Committee 
at KBC and speak against the planning application regarding The Elms on 
behalf of the Parish Council. 

Cllr 
Lodge 

  

 ii) DB Symmetry Appeal  

  

Members considered the email they had received from Isham Parish Council and agreed 
to support them with their objections to the planning application.  Members agreed that 
Councillors Lodge and Wykes would lead on this matter on behalf of the Parish Council. 

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 It was resolved that Councillors Lodge and Wykes would lead on the DB 
Symmetry Appeal on behalf of the Parish Council. 

Cllrs 
Lodge & 
Wykes 

  

 iii) Tipis  

  

It was reported that a letter had been sent to KBC objecting to the planning application, 
which had subsequently been acknowledged. 

 

  

18/142 To receive a briefing note regarding the Parish Council’s current electricity 
supplier’s prices and restructuring proposals, and a comparison report 
regarding the possibility of changing the church lights to LEDs 

 

  

Councillor Wykes provided a presentation regarding the possibilities of converting the 
church lights in Pytchley to LEDs.  He advised that there could be minimum and 
maximum savings of 50% and 80% respectively.  The total costs of the project were 
£539.64, with savings expected to be seen from May 2020. 

 

  

It was acknowledged that the proposal would also need to be approved by the church 
prior to any works commencing. 

 

  

Members unanimously agreed to proceed with the project to change the existing church 
lights to LEDs, subject to approval from the church. 

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 i. It was resolved that the presentation regarding the possibilities of 
converting the church lights in Pytchley to LEDs, be noted. 

 

  



 

5 
 

 ii. It was resolved that the project to change the existing church lights to 
LEDs, subject to approval from the church, be agreed. 

 

  

 iii. It was resolved that Councillor Wykes be thanked for his hard work to 
date regarding this project. 

 

  

18/143 To receive an update from the Working Party regarding the Considerate 
Parking Initiative within the village 

 

  

Councillor Wykes confirmed that a meeting with local residents had been held and that 
the parking initiative had been updated to include resident’s comments and suggestions.  
It was reported that the local school had agreed to send the final initiative out in a 
parents’ mail, and that the High Street Walkers Group had agreed to deliver a copy to 
each residential property within the village.  A copy of the initiative would also be 
uploaded onto the Parish Council’s website. 

 

  

Members considered an official launch date to formally introduce the initiative and 
agreed on 31 March 2019. 

 

  

It was acknowledged that parking continued to be a problem within the village and that 
it was hoped that the parking initiative would be a step towards alleviating such 
problems within the village in the future. 

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 i. It was resolved that the final Considerate Parking Initiative be agreed.  

  

 ii. It was resolved that it be noted that Pytchley CEVA School would circulate 
copies of the final initiative in a copy of its parents’ mail. 

 

  

 iii. It was resolved that a copy of the Considerate Parking Initiative be 
uploaded to the Parish Council website. 

Cllr 
Wykes 

  

18/144 To receive an update regarding Speed Watch 2019 events  

  

It was reported that the Speed Watch events had been scheduled for three weeks, and 
some new volunteers had wished to take part this year.  One session had been held last 
week and the other two sessions had been scheduled for between 12-18 March 2019 
and 26-28 March 2019, commencing at 4.30pm. 

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 It was resolved that the update regarding Speed Watch 2019 events, be 
noted. 

 

  

18/145 To consider the “Step2 Kid Alert Safety Sam Warning Road Sign”  

  

The Chair referred Members to the “Step2 Kid Alert Safety Sam” warning road sign and 
suggested that the Parish Council considered purchasing two or three signs to be located 
around the village.  The costs of each road sign were £59.22 (including VAT and delivery). 
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Members agreed to purchase two “Step2 Kid Alert Safety Sam” warning road signs, flags 
and bike cables to secure them at various sites around the village.  The Chair confirmed 
that he would oversee the purchase and siting of the road signs. 

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 i. It was resolved that two “Step2 Kid Alert Safety Sam” warning road signs, 
flags and bike cables be purchased and secured at various sites around 
the village. 

 

  

 ii. It was resolved that the Chair would oversee the purchase and instalment 
of the road signs in the first instance. 

Chair 

  

18/146 To consider the following correspondence received from:  

  

 i. Pytchley Village Hall Committee regarding a request for £1,000 towards 
the Village Hall Maintenance costs 

 

  

It was noted that the Village Hall Committee now had its own savings account, therefore 
it had been suggested to the Parish Council to transfer £3k (from the three previous 
financial years) savings from the Parish Council account to the Village Hall account for 
maintenance purposes. 

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 i. It was resolved that the correspondence received from the Village Hall 
Committee, be noted. 

 

  

 ii. It was resolved that £3k from the three previous financial years savings 
be transferred from the Parish Council account to the Village Hall’s own 
savings account for maintenance purposes. 

Clerk 

  

 ii. A resident regarding the grit bin located at Top End, Pytchley  

  

Members considered the correspondence from a local resident regarding the purchase 
and contents of a grit bin at Top End, Pytchley for 2018/2019, and whether the Parish 
Council was willing to adopt it moving forward. 

 

  

Further to Minute 18/77 (3 September 2018), Members were reminded of their previous 
discussion regarding the outcome of the countywide review of grit bins, whereby they 
had resolved “that the Parish Council did not wish to take over the ownership and 
replenishment of the two grit bins identified in the countywide review of grit bins, and 
that the Clerk would advise Northamptonshire Winter Maintenance of the Parish 
Council’s decision accordingly”. 

 

  

Members requested that further clarity be sought from Kier DWSP to ascertain who was 
responsible for the Top End Grit Bin, as the Parish Council had previously advised them 
that they did not wish to take ownership of any additional grit bins in the village.  The 
Chair, as the Highways Representative advised that he would progress this matter 
forward on behalf of the Parish Council 
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 RESOLVED:  

  

 i. It was resolved that the correspondence received from a local resident 
regarding a grit bin located at Top End, Pytchley, be noted. 

 

  

 ii. It was resolved that the Highways Representative seek further 
clarification from Kier DWSP to ascertain who was responsible for the 
Top End Grit Bin as the Parish Council had previously advised them that 
they did not wish to take ownership of any additional grit bins in the 
village. 

Chair 

  

18/147 To note the date of the Parish Litter Pick scheduled to take place on 23 
March 2019 

 

  

Members were reminded that the Parish Litter Pick would take place on 23 March 2019, 
whereby refreshments would be provided to those volunteers who had taken part in the 
community event.  Information regarding the event would also be uploaded onto the 
Parish Council’s website with any volunteers being requested to bring their own gloves 
if they wished to participate. 

 

  

Councillor Hobson advised that she would contact Kettering Borough Council informing 
them of the Parish Council’s intention to conduct at Litter Pick on 23 March 2019 to 
ensure that any bags of litter would be collected by the Borough Council accordingly. 

 

  

Councillor Everard reported that he had registered the litter pick with the Keep Britain 
Tidy campaign and Actions with Communities in Rural England. 

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 i. It was resolved that the reminder regarding the Parish Litter Pick 
scheduled to take place on 23 March 2019, be noted. 

 

  

 ii. It was resolved that Councillor Hobson would contact Kettering Borough 
Council informing them of the Parish Council’s intention to conduct at 
Litter Pick on 23 March 2019 to ensure that any bags of litter would be 
collected by the Borough Council accordingly. 

Cllr 
Hobson 

  

18/148 To approve the repayment of the Neighbourhood Plan grant   

  

Councillor Lodge reported that he had contacted Groundwork UK to explain why the 
grant had not been used this financial year, and that the Parish Council would seek to 
re-apply again in the future. 

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 It was resolved that the Neighbourhood Plan grant of £2,960 be repaid to 
Groundwork UK, subject to receiving confirmation of the final amount due by 
Groundwork UK, and that another application be submitted later in the year 
for a future grant. 

Clerk 
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18/149 To note the resignation of the Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer   

  

It was noted that the Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer had resigned and 
that she had offered to continue working with the Parish Council until 30 April 2019 or 
sooner if a suitable replacement had been found.  The closing date for applications was 
Monday 18 March 2019. 

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 It was resolved that the resignation of the Parish Clerk and Responsible 
Financial Officer be noted and that an advertisement for a replacement Clerk 
would be made as soon as possible. 

 

  

18/150 To consider a communications consultation document  

  

Members considered a communications consultation briefing note and recommended 
that going forward the Parish Council should seek to use more technology, including the 
Parish Council website and social media.  It was acknowledged that not everyone had 
access to the internet or a mobile phone, therefore correspondence would continue to 
be provided on the noticeboards within the village. 

 

  

A suggestion to also provide an A4 sized newsletter (including photographs, dates of 
meetings and events within the village etc) to be distributed to each residential property 
in the village was noted.   Councillor Wykes wished to lead on this project. 

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 i. It was resolved that the communications consultation document, be 
received. 

 

  

 ii. It was resolved that the Parish Council should seek to increase its use of 
technology, including the Parish Council website and social media 
moving forward. 

 

  

 iii. It was resolved that the Parish Council provide an A4 sized newsletter to 
be distributed to each residential property in the village after each 
Parish Council meeting. 

Cllr 
Wykes 

  

18/151 To consider any training requests for Members or staff of the Parish Council  

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 It was resolved that Members consider any further training needs they may 
have and any future training courses they may wish to attend and advise the 
Clerk accordingly of any training requests. 

All 

  

  



 

9 
 

18/152 To note the Parish Council’s bank balance as at 28 February 2019  

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 It was resolved that the Parish Council’s bank balance of £17,888.99 as at 28 
February 2019 be noted. 

 

  

18/153 To consider any payments to be authorised and to ratify any payments 
which have been made since the last meeting 

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 i) It was resolved that the following payments made since the last Parish 
Council Meeting be ratified: 

 

  

 Recipient Cheque Number Purpose Value  

 HMRC 101127 Clerk’s PAYE 
 

£53.60  

 HMRC 101128 Clerk’s PAYE 
 

£62.80  

  TOTAL: £116.40  

  

 ii) It was resolved that the following cheques for payment be approved:  

  

 Recipient Cheque 
Number 

Purpose Value  

 Groundwork UK 101129 Repayment of 
Neighbourhood 
Plan Grant1 

£2,960.00  

 Lynn McKenna 101130 Expenses – 
mileage January – 
February 2019 

£25.20  

 Lynn McKenna 101131 Clerk’s Salary 
(December 2018 
(£214.22) and 
January 2019 
(£251.37) 

£465.59  

   TOTAL: £3450.79  

  

18/154 To consider the Parish Council’s Work Programme  

  

Members considered the Parish Council’s Work Programme, and were also provided 
with a copy of the Cash Book ending 28 February 2019.  It was noted that the January 
Bank Reconciliation had been provided and had balanced with the Parish Council’s 
accounts.  An updated copy of the accounts would be circulated to Members to view. 

 

  

  

                                                             
1 subject to receiving confirmation of the final amount due by Groundwork UK 
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 RESOLVED:  

  

 It was resolved that the Work Programme for 2018/2019, be noted.  

  

18/155 Matters of report and any urgent business at the discretion of the Chairman  

  

• Letter to Chief Constable of Northamptonshire Police   

  

Members considered the recent theft of a porta-loo from a new housing site within the 
village.  It was reported that the Police did not attend the scene and that the contents 
of the porta-loo had spilled out onto the road and pathway which was considered to be 
completely unacceptable. 

 

  

It was agreed that Councillors Hobson and Lodge draft a letter to the Chief Constable of 
Northamptonshire on behalf of the Parish Council expressing the disappointment that 
the incident was not attended to or investigated any further.  

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 i. It was resolved that the reporting of the theft of a porta-loo from the 
new housing development site within the village, be noted. 

 

  

 ii. It was resolved that Councillors Hobson and Lodge draft a letter to the 
Chief Constable of Northamptonshire on behalf of the Parish Council 
expressing the disappointment that the incident was not attended to or 
investigated any further. 

Cllrs 
Hobson 
& Lodge 

  

• Oak Tree/White Lines related to the Orlingbury Road outside the Village   

  

Members discussed the new 40mph road signs on Orlingbury Road outside of the village 
but within the Parish, and acknowledged that the white lines had almost disappeared.  
A letter from the Parish Council had previously been sent regarding this matter, 
however the lines had not been re-painted.  Members recognised the dangers of the 
bend in the road and requested that the lines be re-instated on the road from the 
position of the bend at the large oak tree where there had sadly been a fatality. 

 

  

Councillor Macredie advised that he would write a second letter to the Highways 
Department requesting them to re-paint the white lines at and around the site of the 
oak tree on Orlingbury Road outside of the village. 

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 i. It was resolved that the reporting of the new 40mph road signs and the 
lack of white lines on the road in part of the village near to the oak tree, 
be noted. 

 

  

 ii. It was resoled the Councillor Macredie writes a letter to the Highways 
Department requesting them to re-paint the white lines at and around 
the site of the oak tree on Orlingbury Road outside of the village but 
within the boundary of the Parish. 

Cllr 
Macredie 



 

11 
 

• Planters Around the Village  

  

It was noted that one of the planters in the village had been damaged and that 
permission would need to be sought if the Parish Council wished to relocate it 
elsewhere within the village. 

 

  

A suggestion for local residents and/or companies to adopt or sponsor planters within 
the village was noted.  The costs for new planters was also requested to be considered 
on the agenda for the next meeting of the Parish Council. 

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 i. It was resolved that the update regarding the condition of planters 
around the village, be noted. 

 

  

 ii. It was resolved that the costings of some new planters be considered at 
the next meeting of the Parish Council. 

Clerk 

  

• Unsafe Highway  

  

Councillor Lodge reported that a member of the local community had complained about 
the condition of the sloping path on the corner of Isham Road between the junction 
with Kettering Road directly outside Glebe House, stating that it was unsafe for prams, 
buggies and/or disabled persons vehicles to use, as the pavement sloped towards the 
road.  Members considered what could be done to improve the safety for pedestrians. 

 

  

• Annual Parish Meeting  

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 It was resolved that the Annual Parish Meeting would be held on Monday 25 
March 2019 at 7pm in the Village Hall, Pytchley. 

 

  

18/156 To confirm the date, time and place of the Annual Meeting of the Parish 
Council  

 

  

 RESOLVED:  

  

 It was resolved that the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council would be held 
on Monday 13th May 2019 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall, Pytchley. 

 

   

18/157 Close  

  

 The meeting closed at 9.00pm.  

  

 

Signed:       Chairman 

Date:  


