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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 11th 

SEPTEMBER AT THE VILLAGE HALL 

AT 7.00 PM 
 

 
Present: Vice Chairman A Wykes, Cllr A Lodge, Cllr F Foster, Cllr A Macredie, Cllr J Jelley, Cllr R 

Elias, Cllr P Hobson, Cllr B Hargreaves, Borough Councillor J Hakewill, Ms Anna Palmberg 

(outgoing Clerk) and 32 residents  

 
1. Apologies for Absence 

 Chairman S O’Rourke and County Councillor C Smith-Haynes 

 

2. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations  

 None  

 

3. Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting 29th June 2017 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 29th June were approved and duly signed 

 

4. Matters Arising from those Minutes  

 

5.   Public Participation – see note below 

 Invited Guests 

 Councillor Chris Smith Haynes – no report available 

 Councillor James Hakewill 

 

6. Planning 

 6.1  KET/2017/0616 Kettering South (land at), Kettering, 

Up to 214,606 sqm gross external area for class B8 warehousing &       

distribution, ancillary class B1(a) offices, with associated  access, internal roads,  parking, 

landscaping and drainage. Outline Application with EIA 

The Parish Council object for the following reasons: 

1. Pytchley in general and Isham Road in particular suffer serious traffic problems. These are 

compounded by the congestion of the A509 through Isham and as a result traffic diverts 

down Isham Road in Pytchley.  This problem can only get worse to an unacceptable level if 

measures are not taken 

2. Considering 1 above, work on this project should not commence before the Isham Bypass 

is complete and fully functional. 

3. Once complete (and in anticipation of completion) Section 106 funds should be used to 

introduce some significant traffic calming measures.  These measures should be planned 

and agreed with Pytchley Parish Council and implemented in advance of any occupation of 

units within this development. 

4. Measures should be taken to ameliorate any light pollution emanating from this 

development. 

5. Adequate tree planting should take place to reduce the visual impact of this large 

development and similarly building heights should be kept to a minimum 

6. Construction traffic should be prevented from using Pytchley for access 

 

The Parish Council have been informed that the planning application has been 

withdrawn. 

 

 6.2 Review public opinion in anticipation of planning application for a Tepee 

 wedding facility within the village 

 (Appendix A) 
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6.3. KET/2017/0524 35 replacement upvc windows at The Old Vicarage, Kettering Road 

 Report on approval 

   

7. Financial Matters 

 7.1.   Statement of current financial situation (Appended) 

 7.2  payments of invoices 

 7.2.1 Tim Smith           101040  Web Domain Annual Renewal   £60 

 7.2.2 Anna Palmberg   101041  Clerk’s salary (August September)  £536.80 

 7.2.3 Anna Palmberg   101042  Clerk’s Expenses (Mileage 07-09)  £22 

 7.2.4. HMRC          101043  Clerk’s pay & NI    £87.20 

 7.2.5 Barbara Osborne 101044  Payroll (April-June)    £60 

 7.2.6. Barbara Osborne 101045  Payroll (July September)   £60  

 7.2.7. NCALC    101046  Finance Course (Hargreaves, Wykes)  £72      

           £898.80 

 Payments were approved. All were in favour. 

 

 

7.3.  Situation regarding internal audit issues 

The Clerk read out the Internal Audit report having circulated the document. The following 

issues were raised:  

. At the end of the financial year 2015-2016, the Internal Audit report had not been sent to 

BDO  

.  A second return form was requested and that this was sent in late. This was the 

responsibility of the parish council and the previous Clerk. The parish council are reminded 

that the Annual Return is a legal document.  

. Some issues from the previous year’s report have not been actioned. There is still no 

separate column for S.137 payments in the cash book and the core documents were not 

reviewed and approved during the financial year.  

. I have ticked ‘No’ in Box B as from April 1st 2016 to 14th November 2016 there are no 

invoices, however the cash book does reconcile with the bank statement. There are also some 

missing minutes and some minutes do not have the correct minute referencing. I have 

therefore also ticked ‘No’ for Box J. 

. There is no evidence of Internal Controls checks although an Internal Controls Councillor 

was appointed. 

. There is currently a planning working party, however, I have explained to the Clerk that it is 

not legal for a working party to hold meetings and make decisions on planning applications.  I 

have advised that either a Planning Committee is set up which must be administered by the 

Clerk or that all planning applications are discussed by full council. 

. I have explained that a meeting cannot be closed to the public without passing a resolution to 

do so and this resolution has to appear on the agenda. The procedure for the co-option of a 

new councillor was carried out in closed session which is not the correct procedure. The 

process should be transparent at all times.  

. I also explained that gifts for councillors or staff cannot be purchased using council funds.  

. I have advised that the budget and precept discussion should be minuted in greater detail. 

   

7.4.  Transparency Website grant application 

 A quote for a new website has been circulated. 

Members RESOLVED: The Parish Council approved the quote and the Clerk will contact 

2Commune to discuss set up and training. An application to NCALC for funding will follow.  

 

7.5. Review of financial arrangements in the absence of a clerk 

Members RESOLVED:  It was agreed that the Clerk would retain financial records and 

documentation pending the recruitment of a successor.  

   

8. Footpaths 

 No report available 
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9.  Neighbourhood Plan 

Cllr Lodge advised the Parish Councillor that he is considering the help of a consultant. There 

are grants available that can assist with these costs.  

  

10.  Highway and Traffic Matters 

Cllr Jelley reported that most potholes have now been repaired. She is concerned about large 

articulated lorries and car transporters driving through the village. Cllr Elias mentioned a 

protruding wall which appears to be close to collapse.  

Members RESOLVED: It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the buildings department 

at KBC in order to request a full inspection of the wall.  

   

11 Transport 

 No report available 

 

12  Tree warden report 

12.1 Cllr Macredie reported that he has received confirmation from KBC that the tree located on 

the corner of Lower End is dying and a new tree could be planted in its place once it has been 

taken down. 

 

13 Rural Forum 

Cllr Foster mentioned that some of the measures taken to tackle problems with fly tipping 

include placing stickers on deposited items to highlight the issue.   

 

14 Replacement Clerk 

 The outgoing Clerk agreed that she will do a formal “handover” with the replacement Clerk.  

  

15. Communications 

A letter from a resident was read out detailing areas for improvement within the village citing   

potholes, weeds in gutters, the poor state of maintenance of certain properties,  overhanging 

hedges etc. The letter was far more reaching than council properties and referenced 

many issues around the village which do not reflect well on the village. 

The parish council discussed these issues and agreed that many of them are constantly being 

addressed but many of them are outside the direct control of the parish council.  However it 

was agreed that the parish council would redouble its efforts in attempting to get these issues 

addressed and as such would conduct a village walk listing all areas where improvements 

could be made. 

Members RESOLVED: It was agreed that Councillors would do a “walkabout” and report 

back at the next meeting.  

 

16. Matters of report and any urgent business at the discretion of the Chairman 

There appears to be a lot of overgrowth at Butchers Lane which obstructs farm traffic in 

particular. 

Members RESOLVED: it was agreed that the situation should be monitored by the highways 

working party and evidence gathered in order to report it to the county council. 

 

17. Public Participation (2nd Session) see note below  

 

18. Items for the next Agenda 

 

19. Date of the next meeting  

 The next Parish Council meeting will take place on Monday 13th November 2017. 

 

20. Closure 
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 The meeting closed at 9:57pm 

 

NOTE 

It is a legal condition that members of the public are not permitted to participate in a parish council 

meeting. For this reason the meeting is temporarily adjourned (agenda items 5 & 11) to allow 

members of the public to address the council on matters of concern. 

 

 

Signed:       Chairman 

 

Date:  


