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PYTCHLEY PARISH COUNCIL  
    

Minutes of the Parish Meeting of Pytchley Parish Council held on Monday 7th January 2019 at 
7.00pm. 

Present: Councillor S O’Rourke (Chair) 

 Councillor T Everard 

 Councillor F Foster 

 Councillor B Hargreaves 

 Councillor P Hobson 

 Councillor J Jelley 

 Councillor A Lodge 

 Councillor A Macredie 

 Councillor A Wykes  

Also in attendance: Mrs L McKenna (Clerk to the Council) 

 Borough Councillor Hakewill 

 4 members of the public 

  Action 

18/106 To receive any apologies for absence  

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that there were no apologies for absence.  

   

18/107 To receive the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th November 
2018 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 5th 
November 2018 be approved and signed by the Chair as a true and accurate 
record. 

 

   

18/108 Matters Arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 5th November 
2018 which are not included on the agenda 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that there were no matters arising from the minutes of the 
meeting held on 5th November 2018. 

 

   

18/109 To receive any declarations of interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct 
related to the business on the agenda 
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 RESOLVED:  

   

 Agenda 
Item and 
Minute 
Number 

Member 
declaring an 
interest 

Nature of Interest Present or 
absent during 
discussion of 
item 

 

 18/129 and 
18/129 

Councillor Jelley Local interest as she is 
the Chair of Governors 
at Pytchley CEVA 
Primary School 

Present  

   

18/110 Public Participation Session  

   

The following matters were raised by Members of public in attendance at the meeting: 

• Possible impacts of Northamptonshire County Council’s financial position in respect 
of Kettering and Pytchley; 

• Timings of the next local elections; 

• Warehousing units on the A6 and associated grants; 

• Funding of a local bus service – the Parish Council’s view; 

• Budget items – including an objection to budgeting for a litter picker as this was felt 
to the responsibility of Kettering Borough Council; and 

• Note of thanks regarding the Parish Council’s support regarding the planning 
application of the interconnecting tipis and associated development at The Rickyard 
Suite, The Elms, Isham Road, Pytchley. 

 

   

18/111 To receive verbal reports from Borough Councillor Hakewill and County 
Councillor Smith-Haynes 

 

   

Borough Councillor Hakewill provided verbal updates regarding the following matters: 
- DB Symmetry Planning Application Appeal; 
- Bridleway and fence (Minute 18/98 refers); 
- New Unitary Authorities update; 
- Libraries; and 
- Rural Forum. 

 

   

County Councillor Smith-Haynes submitted her apologies in advance of the meeting.  

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the verbal update from Borough Councillor Hakewill, be 
noted, and that he also be thanked for his attendance. 

 

   

18/112 To consider and approve the Parish Council Budget for 2019/2020  

   

Councillor Wykes advised that an informal meeting of the Finance Working Party had 
met on 30 November 2018 to discuss the Parish Council’s budget for 2019/2020.  He 
specifically referred to a 2.3% increase for inflation and essential, important and 
desirable items of expenditure.  A copy of the proposed draft budget and comments 
made by the Parish Council are attached as Appendix A to these minutes.     
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 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the Parish Council Budget of £12,000 for 2019/2020 
be approved. 

 

   

18/113 To consider and approve the Parish Precept for 2019/2020  

   

Further to Minute 112 above, Members approved the Parish Precept for 2019/2020 
of £12,000. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 i) It was resolved that the Parish Precept for 2019/2020 of £12,000 be 
approved. 

 

   

 ii) It was resolved that the Parish Clerk submit the relevant 
documentation regarding the Parish Council’s decision for the Parish 
Precept for 2019/2020 to Kettering Borough Council prior to the 25 
January 2019 deadline. 

Clerk 

   

18/114 
 

To consider amending the length of time permitted for the Public 
Participation Session within the Parish Council’s Standing Orders 

 

   

Members considered amending the length of time currently permitted for the Public 
Participation Session within the Parish Council’s Standing Orders. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that Section 3(f) of the Parish Council’s Standing Orders 
remained the same with no changes. 

 

   

18/115 To receive an update regarding the withdrawal of bus services within the 
village 

 

   

Councillor Hobson provided an update regarding the withdrawal of bus services 
within the village. 

 

   

It was noted that no costs had been included in next year’s budget for a local bus 
service as the matter was ongoing.  Members concurred that the Parish Council 
should continue with its efforts to identify a suitable solution regarding this matter.  
It was acknowledged that the provision of such a service in the future would have 
some cost implications, and that some residents depended on a local bus service as 
their only mode of transport. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 i) It was resolved that Councillor Hobson continue to explore the possible 
options available to Pytchley residents regarding the provision of a 
local bus service. 

Cllr 
Hobson 
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 ii) It was resolved that the Clerk write a letter to Tony McArdle and Brian 
Roberts, Northamptonshire County Council regarding the possibility of 
any future funding that may be available for the residents of Pytchley 
to provide a local bus service. 

Clerk 

   

 iii) It was resolved that the Clerk contact Brixworth Parish Council 
requesting further information regarding its local bus service provision. 

Clerk 

   

18/116 To receive an update report regarding any tree related matters from the 
Parish Council Tree Warden representative 

 

   

Further to Minutes 18/70 and 18/89, Councillor Macredie, Parish Council Tree 
Warden representative reported that he had contacted Ms Brown, and had agreed 
that she would purchase a tree for the residents of Pytchley, and that he would plant 
it at a similar site to the previous tree.  He also reported that a tree located opposite 
number 13 Orlingbury Road had been removed as it had died. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the update regarding tree related matters, be noted.  

   

18/117 To receive an update regarding Community Speed Watch 2019  

   

 i) Community Speed Watch 2019  

   

Mr Steve Booker, Community Speed Watch Co-ordinator on behalf of Pytchley Village 
advised that the Parish Council had been invited to take part in this year’s Community 
Speed Watch event during February and March 2019, and had been partnered with 
Broughton.  He reported that the Community Speed Watch events were not 
permitted to take place during inclement weather, and that they would be held during 
three alternate weeks with Broughton. 

 

   

Mr Booker emphasised the importance of recruiting as many local residents as 
possible to assist with the events and requested that an advertisement be placed on 
the Parish Council’s website.  The next training day was scheduled to take place on 9 
February 2019.  Mr Booker confirmed that he would also contact previous volunteers 
in order to arrange a rota for the Community Speed Watch events. 

 

   

It was noted that if bad weather was experienced at the time of the planned events 
with no data being able to be collected, there was an opportunity to provide an 
additional Community Speed Watch session later in the year – however no data boxes 
would be provided for such additional sessions. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 i) It was resolved that the Community Speed Watch update 2019 be 
noted. 
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 ii) It was resolved that an advertisement seeking volunteers for the 
Community Speed Watch events in 2019 be included on the Parish 
Council’s website. 

 

   

 II) Little Harrowden Road Signs  

   

Members discussed the road safety signs in Little Harrowden and noted that it 
regularly undertook speed checks due to the number of fatalities recorded in the area. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the Clerk contact Little Harrowden Parish Council to 
enquire about their road safety signs including potential costs and where 
to purchase them. 

Clerk 

   

 iii) Potential to fundraise for a new Vehicle Activated Sign  

   

This item was discussed as part of the 2019/2020 Budget as referred to in Minute 
18/112 above. 

 

   

18/118 To review the Parish Council’s current electricity supplier’s prices and 
restructuring proposals. 

 

   

Councillor Wykes advised that some work was currently being undertaken to consider 
the costings of changing the church lights to LEDs, and that a comparison report would 
be submitted to the next meeting of the Parish Council in March 2019. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that a comparison report regarding the possibility of 
changing the church lights to LEDs be submitted to the next meeting of 
the Parish Council in March 2019. 

 

   

18/119 To consider the fence in the conservation area at Elms Farm, Pytchley  

   

Members considered the height of the fence in the conservation area at Elms Farm 
Pytchley and concurred that it was in breach of its planning conditions. 

 

  

The Chair requested Councillor Lodge to write a letter to Kettering Borough Council 
regarding this matter expressing the Parish Council’s concerns and particularly as it 
was located within a conservation area. 

Cllr Lodge 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that Councillor Lodge writes a letter to Kettering Borough 
Council expressing the Parish Council’s concerns, particularly those related 
to the conservation area. 
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18/120 To consider the purchase of a new printer and filing cabinet for Parish 
Council business 

 

   

Members considered purchasing a new printer and lockable, fireproof filing cabinet 
for Parish Council business and noted that £200 remained available within the Parish 
Council’s Transparency Fund to purchase a printer which would provide an ongoing 
financial saving to the Parish Council. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that a new printer and lockable and fireproof filing cabinet 
be purchased for Parish Council business. 

 

   

18/121 To review and approve the Parish Council’s insurance documents  

   

Members considered the renewal insurance documents and noted that the cost of 
the insurance policy was £257.60. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the Parish Council’s insurance documents be noted 
and payment be approved. 

 

   

18/122 To consider the option and associated costs of linking the Parish Council’s 
website to social media 

 

   

This item was discussed as part of the 2019/2020 Budget as referred to in Minute 
18/112 above. 

 

   

18/123 To consider the potential purchase and location of a defibrillator within 
the village 

 

   

Councillor Everard provided an overview of the research he had undertaken to date 
regarding the potential purchase and location of a defibrillator within the village.  He 
reported that a defibrillator needed to be accessible to the public 24/7, located 
outside of a building, and had an electricity supply.  He also provided information 
regarding the British Heart Foundation and St Johns Ambulance defibrillators. 

 

   

Members discussed where a defibrillator could realistically be located within the 
centre of village (for example, the Village Hall or Public House) and within four 
minutes of local properties.  A suggestion to contact Broughton regarding the 
installation of their defibrillator was noted. 

 

   

Members also considered whether the village would wish to fundraise for a 
defibrillator rather than including it within the 2019/2020 budget. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 i) It was resolved that the discussions regarding the potential purchase 
and location of a defibrillator within the village be noted. 
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 ii) It was resolved that the suggestion of a defibrillator be removed from 
the 2019/2020 budget.  

 

   

 iii) It was resolved that the possibility of fundraising for a defibrillator in 
the future, should the local residents be minded to do so, be noted. 

 

   

18/124 To receive a Neighbourhood Watch update and Police and Crime data  

   

Councillor Lodge provided an update regarding Neighbourhood Watch and Police and 
Crime data. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the Neighbourhood Watch and Police and Crime data 
update, be noted. 

 

   

18/125 To consider any training requests for Members or staff of the Parish 
Council  

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that no training requests from Members or staff of the 
Parish Council had been received. 

 

   

18/126 To note the Parish Council’s bank balance as at 31 December 2018 and to 
receive a bank reconciliation for the third quarter of 2018/2019 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the Parish Council’s bank balance of £19,612.00 as at 
31 December 2018 be noted, and that a bank reconciliation for the third 
quarter of 2018/2019 be received. 

 

   

18/127 To consider any payments to be authorised and to ratify any payments 
which have been made since the last meeting 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 i) It was resolved that the following payments made since the last Parish 
Council Meeting be ratified: 

 

   

 Recipient Cheque 
Number 

Purpose Value  

 HMRC 101116 Clerk’s PAYE £59.60  

 HMRC 101117 Clerk’s PAYE £76.40  

  TOTAL: £136.00  
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 ii) It was resolved that the following cheques for payment be approved:  

   

 Recipient Cheque 
Number 

Purpose Value  

 Alan Lodge 101118 Leaflet printing for Bus 
Transport Questionnaire 

£7.20  

 2commune 101119 Website hosting, licence 
and support; domain 
name and email account 

£360.00  

 NCALC 101120 “Off to a Flying Start” 
training fees – Cllrs 
Everard and Wykes 

£84.00  

 Zurich Municipal 101121 Parish Council Insurance 
fee 

£257.60  

 Lynn McKenna 101122 Expenses – mileage 
November 2018 

£41.40  

 Void Cheque 101123 Cheque incorrectly 
completed 

-  

 Lynn McKenna 101124 Clerk’s Salary (October 
(£237.98) and November 
(£305.50)) 

£543.48  

 Fay Foster 101125 Planter edging (as 

approved at 5 November 
2018 – Minute 18/101 
refers) 

£33.00  

 Recipient Cheque 
Number 

Purpose Value  

 Barbara Osborne 101126 Payroll Service: October – 
December 2018 

£63.00  

  TOTAL: £1,389.68  

   

18/128 To consider the Parish Council’s Work Programme  

   

Members considered the Parish Council’s Work Programme and suggested that the 
following items be considered at the next meeting of the Parish Council in March 
2019: 

• Replacement planters within the village; 

• Litter Pick/Keep Britain Tidy Campaign; 

• DB Symmetry Planning Application update; 

• Broughton Crossroads; 

• The Rickyard Suite (if events being managed under Temporary Event 
Notices); and 

• Orlingbury Road Bus Shelter. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the Work Programme for 2018/2019 be noted, and 
that the items as listed above be included on the agenda for the next 
meeting of the Parish in March 2019. 

Clerk 
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18/129 To receive a Working Party update regarding a parking initiative within 
the village 

 

   

Councillor Wykes reported that he had written a provisional parking initiative 
regarding general parking issues in and around the village.  He reported that the local 
school had contacted the Parish Council to discuss the proposed initiative further with 
them, and that the Parish Council would need to engage with the local public house 
and school prior to the initiative being endorsed. 

 

   

The parking initiative would seek to advise all local residents of the legislative impacts, 
examples of good practice from other local authorities and the possibility of issuing 
Penalty Advice Notices to those drivers who repeatedly chose to ignore the initiative. 

 

   

Members acknowledged that there was a need to embed a clearer parking culture 
within the village and wished to arrange a public meeting for the village to attend in 
order to consider and/or incorporate as many people’s views as possible into the 
proposed parking initiative.  It was hoped that the school would also seek to adopt 
the same initiative once it had been finalised. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 i) It was resolved that the update regarding a parking initiative within the 
village be noted, and that a further update be provided at the next Parish 
Council Meeting in March 2019. 

 

   

 ii) It was resolved that Councillor Wykes contact the local public house 
and school to identify a mutually convenient date to hold a public 
meeting. 

Cllr Wykes 

   

 iii) It was resolved that Councillor Wykes be thanked for his hard work and 
efforts of drafting a parking initiative for the village. 

 

   

18/130 Matters of report and any urgent business at the discretion of the 
Chairman 

 

   

 • DB Symmetry Planning Application Appeal  

   

Members considered the findings of an informal meeting held with Isham Parish 
Council on 3 January 2019.  There was a need for the Parish Council, and local 
residents to write their objections to Kettering Borough Council regarding their 
reversal of the decision regarding DB Symmetry and to urge the Council to return it a 
main meeting of the Planning Committee. 

 

   

The following suggestions were noted: 
- Add information regarding this matter in the local magazine, social media and 

website encouraging as many local residents as possible to object to the 
reversed decision; 

- Hold a joint public meeting to discuss both the proposed parking initiative and 
the DB Symmetry Planning Application; and  

- Request an extension to the allocated timescales as it was felt that the 
Christmas and New Year’s break had not been applied accordingly. 
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Councillors Lodge and Wykes were requested to write a letter on behalf of the Parish 
Council to Kettering Borough Council expressing the concerns of Kettering Borough 
Council’s reversal decision regarding the BD Symmetry planning application appeal. 

Cllrs Lodge 
& Wykes 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 i) It was resolved that the update regarding the DB Symmetry Planning 
Application Appeal be noted. 

 

   

 ii) It was resolved that information regarding the DB Symmetry Planning 
Application Appeal be included in the local magazine, social media and 
Parish Council website encouraging as many local residents as possible 
to object to the reversed decision of Kettering Borough Council. 

 

   

 iii) It was resolved that Councillors Lodge and Wykes write a letter to 
Kettering Borough Council expressing the concerns of Kettering 
Borough Council’s reversal decision regarding the BD Symmetry 
planning application appeal. 

 

   

18/131 To note the date, time and place of the next ordinary meeting  

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the next meeting of the Parish Council would be held 
on Monday 4th March 2019 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall, Pytchley. 

 

   

18/105 Close  

   

 The meeting closed at 8.50pm.  

   

 

Signed:       Chairman 

 

Date:  


