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PYTCHLEY PARISH COUNCIL 
MINUTES OF THE ORDINARY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD  

ON MONDAY 29th JUNE 2017 AT 7:00PM IN PYTCHLEY VILLAGE HALL, CHURCH ROAD, PYTCHLEY. 
 
PRESENT: Parish Council: Vice Chairman Cllr Andy Wykes, Cllr A Lodge, Cllr B Hargreaves, Cllr J Jelley, Cllr F 
Foster, Cllr R Elias, Cllr P Hobson and the Clerk (Ms A Palmberg)  
 
031/17 Opening Procedures 
 
a) Apologies for absence: Apologies were received from Chairman S O’Rourke, Cllr Andy Macredie, County 

Councillor C Smith-Haynes, Borough Cllr J Hakewill 
b) Declarations of interest: None 
c) Approval of the minutes: Members agreed the minutes from the Ordinary meeting held on Monday 22nd  

May, 2017 
 

032/17 Public Time 
None 
 
033/17 Reports 
a)      County Councillor 
I have little to report to the Parish Council, as I am still settling in to my new role.  I have been appointed to the 
Health, Adult Care and Wellbeing Scrutiny Committee, the Corporate Parenting Board and the Police and 
Crime Panel, as well as the Rural and A6 Towns Forums.  There has been lots of training, with more to come 
over the next few months. 
My council e-mail is now accessible remotely (all new councillors had the same problem; something to do with 
Citrix Receiver), so I can be contacted by CSmith-Haynes@northamptonshire.gov.uk. 
I have attended one scrutiny meeting and participated in a visit to Kettering General Hospital, looking 
specifically at delayed discharge, and the systems being put in place to prevent / reduce this happening.  I also 
observed at the Children, Learning and Communities Scrutiny Committee Meeting, for my own personal 
development.  I feel it is important to learn as much as I can about the workings of the council, so I can be 
more effective when contacted for help by individuals.  My first Corporate Parenting Board and Police and 
Crime Panel Meetings are next week. 
 
b) Borough Councillor 
Council Tax 
In this year’s KBC budget there was a resolution to retain a Zero increase in the Council Tax levied by the 
Borough. This effectively means that there is a net reduction in the resources available to the Council when 
inflation pressures are taken into account.  There were assurances that “front line” services would not be 
affected, something which I will continue to monitor on your behalf, to ensure that rural services remain as 
they are or indeed improve. 
Grenfell Tower – Fire 
The awful tragedy of the fire at Grenfell Tower sent shockwaves throughout the country as the sheer horror of 
the loss of life and the speed with which the fire took hold and consumed the building.  We were advised from 
KBC that whilst our “tallest” Council Housing blocks were just three stories high and not encompassed in 
cladding, there had been a review of the properties in conjunction with the fire service to identify any risks and 
comfort residents in those properties within the Borough.  This was in addition to the regular health and safety 
reviews we carry out as a landlord. 
Gypsy and Traveller Policy – emerging slowly 
At next week’s meeting of the Planning Policy Committee (Wednesday 5th July) there is a report requesting 
that Councillors remove the Gypsy and Travellers emerging policy from the Local Plan Part 2 policy document.  
Councillors are asked to agree this recommendation … 
“To seek Members approval to remove the matter of the allocation of land for gypsy and traveller’s 
accommodation from the Site Specific Part 2 Local Plan, and prepare for this topic to be considered through a 
standalone Development Plan Document”. 
The full item can be seen on the KBC Website at: 
file:///C:/Users/Jim/Downloads/Item_6___Agreement_to_Remove_the_Gypsy_and_TravellerAllocations_Polic
y_from_the_SSP2%20(1).pdf 

mailto:CSmith-Haynes@northamptonshire.gov.uk
file:///C:/Users/Jim/Downloads/Item_6___Agreement_to_Remove_the_Gypsy_and_TravellerAllocations_Policy_from_the_SSP2%20(1).pdf
file:///C:/Users/Jim/Downloads/Item_6___Agreement_to_Remove_the_Gypsy_and_TravellerAllocations_Policy_from_the_SSP2%20(1).pdf
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Rural Housing Local Plan Part 2 
The meeting above also asks members to: 
“Note the update given on the development of the Rural Area chapter and named villages; and  
Provide comments on the initial draft text covering the Rural Area, to be developed further, for inclusion in the 
emerging draft Site Specific Part 2 Local Plan, and published for consultation purposes”. 
This document seeks to allocate housing in the Rural Areas of the Borough with sites in various stages of 
acceptability. It mentions Neighbourhood Plans and the slow pace of progress except in my opinion the one at 
Broughton which is advancing rapidly to the stage of referendum. 
You can find the full agenda at: 
http://www.kettering.gov.uk/meetings/meeting/1557/planning_policy_committee 
Planning Department concept of using electronic communications 
Just before Christmas 2016 a note emerged from the Planning Department at KBC suggesting the withdrawal 
of “hard-copy” plans when applications are received at KBC in favour of electronic methods.  This was halted 
after various complaints about both the short notice of the intention and the impact on the processes of the 
Parish Councils, and to some extent the Town Councils.  Following lobbying which I was heavily involved in a 
form of consultation took place with all Parish Council’s being written to. To date I haven’t had any update 
although I have asked for one at tonight’s Rural Forum as to the outcome of the consultation. 
KET/2016/0606 DB Symmetry Ltd Kettering South (land at) 
I have asked for an update on this application, I heard informally that the application may come forward in the 
early Autumn, and I have asked for an update. 

 
c) Police 

June Crime 
Theft  
BP West Bound 
Theft of fuel 

Cllr Wykes said that he was also aware of another theft which occurred at RB Travel in June, 
 
Speedwatch 

This is an interim report whilst awaiting the final results from the Police. 
This year’s speed watch campaign took place between Tuesday 16th May and Saturday 17th June on alternate 
weeks. There were 5 1-hour sessions planned per week: 2 on Tuesdays, 2 on Thursdays and 1 on Saturdays. 
The locations were shared between Orlingbury Road adjacent to the bus shelter, and Isham Road near to no 
43. 
Total number of vehicles identified as travelling at speeds greater than 35mph on the Orlingbury Road = 15 
Total number of vehicles identified as travelling at speeds greater than 35mph on the Isham Road = 68 
The average speed for all identified vehicles travelling more than 35mph = 38mph 
The maximum speed witnessed was 54 mph on the Isham road in a morning session. 
A more comprehensive report will be issued when the results of the Police ‘black box’ recorder are received. 
I would like to thank all the volunteers who gave their time freely - sometimes at unearthly hours - to assist in 
this year’s CSW campaign. 
 
Cllr Elias reported that he did the Speedwatch at tea time when there was so much additional traffic that no 
speeding was recorded and therefore feels that some of the figures presented could be somewhat misleading. 
The sight of people wearing high viz jackets seems to be a good speeding deterrent however. He further went 
on to say that there is a newly painted white line on a specific road in Orlingbury which appears to help in 
slowing traffic down. 
Members RESOLVED: It was agreed that the Clerk would contact Highways to enquire about such a line. 
 
Cllr Wykes suggested a recent UPS van registration number had been sent to UPS highlighting lorry traffic in 
the village and said that enough data collected could then be forwarded to the Traffic Commissioner. 
Members ERSOLVED: It was agreed that this item should remain on the agenda while data is compiled. 
 
034/17 To discuss the issue of dog mess in the Village 
Cllr Lodge mentioned the increase in dog mess in and around the village.  
Members RESOLVED: It was agreed that the Clerk would write to KBC to request a dog bin. The Borough 
Council may provide these for free. 

http://www.kettering.gov.uk/meetings/meeting/1557/planning_policy_committee
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035/17 To receive an update on signage in and around the Village 
Cllr Elias updated the meeting by confirming that a County Council representative is visiting the Village to 
assess the existing signs.  
Members RESOLVED: It was agreed that the Clerk would follow up with Mr Ben Wright at NCC. 
 
036/17 To receive an update on the disrepair of the wooden planter outside the Old School House. 
The Clerk informed the Parish Council that she has received a reply from the resident. The Parish Council still 
feel that the planter is an obstruction in the dark and the metal underneath is in a state of disrepair. It has 
been identified as a risk and may not be covered by public liability insurance. 
Members RESOLVED: It was agreed that the Clerk would contact the resident again. 
 

037/17 To receive an update on the issue with weak street lighting outside the School 
The Clerk advised the meeting that she has been in touch with Mr Chester from KBC. He has explained that the 
lights were all assessed earlier this year and they all appear to be meeting with standards. 
Members RESOLVED: It was agreed that the Clerk would follow-up to see if a stronger light bulb can be used 
and will be sending a photo as well as copying in Cllr J Hakewill. 
 
038/17 To receive an update on the Neighbourhood Plan (NP) 
Cllr Lodge advised the Parish Council that he has found a consultant at a cost of £2,000 to assist with the 
development of the NP. He went on to say that a meeting had been held which had proposed a grant of 
£5,000-£6,000 is to be considered. He stressed that the grant would have to be applied for in the next 2-3 
months. 
 
039/17 To receive any new planning applications 
There were no new applications but Cllr Lodge advised the meeting that the following application has been 
withdrawn: 
 
KET/2016/0606 
DB Symmetry Ltd 
Outline Application: Up to 214,606 sq m gross external area for B8 warehousing and 
distribution, ancillary B1(a) offices, with associated access, internal roads, parking, and 
sustainable drainage 
Kettering South (land at),  Kettering 
 
Cllr Hargreaves mentioned a steel shed which has recently been erected in one of the village gardens and 
enquired if planning should have been obtained as it is located in front of the building line. 
Members RESOLVED: It was agreed that the Clerk would contact KBC 
 
040/17 Finance and Administration 
a) To receive the receipts and payments account to 29th June. The Balance at the bank to date is: £15,518.42 
b) Payments to be authorised 
 

June-July Payments 
2017 

 
£ 

Anna Palmberg 101035 Clerk's Salary (June-July) £536.80 

HMRC 101036 Clerk's PAYE & NI (June-July) £87.20 

Anna Palmberg 101037 Clerk's Expenses (Mileage May-July) £48.00 

Northants ACRE 101038 Annual Subscription £35.00 

   
£707.00 

 
All were in favour of approving the May/June Payments. 
c) The Annual Return 2016-2017 was duly approved and signed by the Vice Chairman 
Members RESOLVED: It was agreed that the Clerk would enquire about Internet Banking 



 

 

290617 Page 13 
 

 
Date of next meeting – Ordinary Meeting – Monday 11th September 2017 

 
 
Chairman .....................................      Date ........................ 

 
These minutes are in draft format until formally approved and signed by the Chairman. 


