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PYTCHLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 
Meeting Venue:  Email: clerk@pytchleyparishcouncil.org.uk  
Pytchley Village Hall  Web: www.pytchleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Church Road  Tel: 07513 298232 
Pytchley, Kettering    
Northamptonshire    
NN14 1EL  
 

   

 

Minutes of the Parish Meeting of Pytchley Parish Council held on Monday 5th November 2018 at 
7.00pm. 

 

Present: Councillor S O’Rourke (Chair) 

 Councillor T Everard 

 Councillor F Foster 

 Councillor B Hargreaves 

 Councillor P Hobson 

 Councillor J Jelley 

 Councillor A Lodge 

 Councillor A Macredie 

 Councillor A Wykes  

  

Also in attendance: Mrs L McKenna (Clerk to the Council) 

 Borough Councillor Hakewill 

 County Councillor Smith-Haynes 

 PCSO Kirstie Ellerby 

 PCSO Margaret Lawson 

 4 members of the public 

  

  Action 

18/87 To receive any apologies for absence  

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that there were no apologies for absence.  

   

18/88 To receive the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd September 
2018 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 3rd 
September 2018 be approved and signed by the Chair as a true and accurate 
record. 

 

   

  

mailto:clerk@pytchleyparishcouncil.org.uk
http://www.pytchleyparishcouncil.gov.uk/
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18/89 Matters Arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 3rd September 
2018 which are not included on the agenda 

 

   

 Minute 18/63 Matters Arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd 
July 2018 which are not included on the agenda: Minute 18/43: Option of 
requesting the installation of traffic lights at Junction 9 of the A14 

 

   

 Councillor Jelley provided an update regarding the request to install traffic 
lights at Junction 9 of the A14.  She reported that she had spoken to Mr 
Ian Boyes, Assistant Community Liaison Officer, Northamptonshire County 
Council Highways Department who had advised her that the installation 
would cost approximately half a million pounds, and that the roundabout 
had only three recorded accidents to the Police which was considered to 
be particularly low due to the volume of traffic using the junction.  Such a 
request would need significant support from the village and ideally a local 
developer, such as Symmetry Park to include the installation of traffic 
lights as part of their development proposals – otherwise there was little 
that could be done at present. 

 

   

 Minute 18/67 potential purchase of a new speed unit  

   

 It was reported that good survey results had been received regarding the 
Speed Watch events held earlier in the summer.  The Clerk was requested 
to write a letter to Northamptonshire Police advising them that Pytchley 
Village wished to participate in next year’s Speed Watch events. 

 

   

 Councillor Wykes provided an update regarding the VAS speed sign 
including the costs to send the unit away for repair which was more than 
the overall cost to repair it.  The unit had therefore been returned to its 
original position. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the Clerk write a letter to Northamptonshire Police 
advising them of Pytchley’s intention to participate in next year’s Speed 
Watch events. 

Clerk 

   

 Minute 18/70 Outstanding resolutions from previous meetings  

   

 It was noted that the matter regarding a replacement fruit tree which had 
kindly been donated by Ms Brown remained outstanding, and that the 
Parish Council’s Tree Warden would contact Ms Brown to progress the 
matter forward. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the Parish Council’s Tree Warden contact Ms Brown 
regarding her kind donation of a replacement fruit tree. 

Cllr 
Macredie 
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 Minute18/71 Any other tree related matters  

   

 It was reported that the hedge at The Overstone Arms needed trimming 
as it was overhanging onto the road.  It was agreed that the Parish Clerk 
write a letter to The Overstone Arms requesting them to trim back the 
overhanging hedge as it was becoming a hazard to road users1. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the Clerk write a letter to The Overstone Arms 
requesting them to trim their hedge which was overhanging onto the road 
and considered to be a hazard. 

Clerk 

   

 Minute 18/72 General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) policies and 
documents 

 

   

 Councillor Lodge provided an update regarding the work which had been 
undertaken regarding the GDPR policies and related documents.  He 
confirmed that the pre-prepared documents had been reviewed and that 
memory sticks had been purchased for those Members of the Parish 
Council who used shared devices at home.  It was also noted that Danny 
Moody, Chief Executive, NCALC was the Parish Council’s designated Data 
Protection Officer.  The following policies had also been formally adopted 
at the previous meeting of the Parish Council in September 2018: 

- Data Breach Policy; 
- Data Protection Policy; 
- Records Retention Policy; and 
- Subject Access Request Procedure. 

 

   

 Minute 18/76 Planning matters: The Rickyard Suite, 4 interconnecting tipis 
and associated development – planning application 

 

   

 Councillor Lodge advised that the Rickyard Suite planning application had 
been refused, however it was likely that an appeal against the decision 
would be made.  The Chair wished to thank Councillor Lodge, Mr Roger 
Collins and Borough Councillor Hakewill for speaking against the 
application at the Planning Committee held at Kettering Borough Council 
who had unanimously voted against the application. 

 

   

  

                                                             
1 Subsequent to the meeting it was reported that the overhanging hedge had been trimmed back, therefore a 
letter to The Overstone Arms was no longer required. 
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18/90 To receive any declarations of interest under the Council’s Code of 
Conduct related to the business on the agenda 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 Agenda 
Item and 
Minute 
Number 

Member 
declaring an 

interest 

Nature of Interest Present or 
absent during 
discussion of 

item 

 

 18/91/ 
and 18/91 

Councillor Jelley Local interest as she is 
the Chair of Governors 

at Pytchley CEVA 
Primary School 

Absent  

   

18/91 To discuss any police related matters with two local Police Community 
Support Officers (PCSO)2 

 

    

 The Chair welcomed PCSOs Kirstie Ellerby and Margaret Lawson who had 
been invited to attend the meeting to discuss any police related matters, 
with particular reference to parking at the school, speeding and general 
parking issues around the village. 
 
The PCSOs reported that they had been present at the school earlier in the 
day to witness some of the issues that had been raised as a matter of 
concern and had issued three tickets.  They emphasised that there were 
only four PCSOs covering over thirty rural villages, and that 
Northamptonshire Police Authority’s priority was “Operation Viper” which 
sought to tackle serious and organised crime, and unfortunately not 
parking related matters. 
 
Councillor Wykes suggested creating an action group in order for 
residents, representatives from the local school and PCSOs to meet and 
discuss the continuing issue of parking within the village.  Representation 
by PCSOs was considered to be important in order for the action group to 
be guided by a law enforcing authority.  The PCSOs explained that whilst 
the suggestion of forming an action group should be welcomed, they could 
not guarantee that a regular representative from the Police would be able 
to attend due to the level of resources available to them, however they 
were happy to respond to any queries via email or to assist on more 
serious issues identified around the village.  They also explained that the 
majority of highway parking matters generally related to residents 
conforming with the Highway Code. 

 

   

 Councillor Foster advised that she would like to be involved in the action 
group which would be led by Councillor Wykes. 

 

   

 In response to questions, the PCSOs advised that the reporting of habitual 
parking offenders to the Police was insignificant as they needed to witness 

 

                                                             
2 Councillor Jelley declared a local interest in the item and withdrew from the meeting for the duration of the 
item. 
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the illegal parking themselves prior to any action being taken (if any).  They 
also emphasised the importance of educating residents and people around 
the village regarding parking related matters and concurred that the 
village was too small for the increasing number of vehicles on the roads.  
Parish Councils could request a Police presence outside of the school to 
issue parking tickets for illegally parked vehicles, however resources were 
extremely limited.  It was therefore unlikely that the PCSOs could attend 
the school for the remainder of this week due to other commitments in 
the rural wards.  Other suggestions of reporting illegally parking vehicles 
included an item to be included in the local magazine, encouraging 
residents to report such matters using the non-emergency 101 number or 
emailing the Kettering Rural Wards PCSOs direct (SCT-
KetteringRural@northants.pnn.police.uk)  

   

 Members considered the possibility of requesting rumble strips from 
Northamptonshire County Council’s Highways Department to ascertain 
the speed and volume of traffic through the village. 

 

   

 The Chair thanked PSCOs Ellerby and Lawson for their attendance and 
advice regarding police related matters within the village. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 i) It was resolved that PCSOs Kirstie Ellerby and Margaret Lawson be 
thanked for their attendance and advice regarding police related 
matters within the village. 

 

   

 ii) It was resolved that the discussion be noted.  

   

 iii) It was resolved that a Working Party comprising of local residents, 
Pytchley CEVA Primary School and the Parish Council be created in 
order to try and resolve the parking related matters identified, 
particularly outside of the school and within the village generally. 

Cllr Wykes 

   

18/92 Public Participation Session  

   

 The following matters were raised by Members of public in attendance at 
the meeting: 

 

   

 - Illegally parked cars, particularly surrounding the local school; 
- A residents’ parking scheme enforceable by Kettering Borough 

Council; 
- The wording of a Bus Service survey which had been distributed to 

each household within the village seeking their views and impact 
of the reduced service on local residents; 

- The creation of a Working Party to consider the matter of illegal 
parking outside of the school and how it could be resolved; and 

- Community Speed Watch. 

 

   

  

mailto:SCT-KetteringRural@northants.pnn.police.uk
mailto:SCT-KetteringRural@northants.pnn.police.uk
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18/93 To receive verbal reports from Borough Councillor Hakewill and County 
Councillor Smith-Haynes 

 

   

 Borough Councillor Hakewill provided verbal updates regarding the 
following matters: 

- Bus Services and possible alternative solutions (including the 
Wellybus, car schemes and community minibuses); 

- Grit bins; 
- Neighbourhood Plan in Broughton; 
- Speaking against The Rickyard Suite, 4 interconnecting tipis and 

associated development planning application; 
- DB Symmetry and Isham By-pass; and   
- Northamptonshire Unitary process. 

 

   

 County Councillor Smith-Haynes provided verbal updates regarding the 
following matters: 

- DB Symmetry and Isham By-pass; 
- The possibility of having a highways speed sensor at the Royal Blue 

which she would personally raise with the Highways Department 
at Northamptonshire County Council; 

- Working Groups had been set up to commence discussions 
regarding the new Unitary Authorities; 

- Northamptonshire County Council’s Scrutiny Committee; 
- GDPR Training Sessions; 
- Police and Crime Commissioner Meeting and Police and Crime 

Panel Conference; and 
- Results of NHFT inspection results. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 i) It was resolved that the verbal updates from Borough Councillor 
Hakewill and County Councillor Smith-Haynes, be noted. 

 

   

 ii) It was resolved that Borough Councillor Hakewill and County Councillor 
Smith-Haynes be thanked for their attendance. 

 

   

18/94 To note the outcome of the Annual Governance & Accountability Return 
(AGAR) external review for 2017/18 

 

   

 The Vice-Chair advised Members that a copy of the external Auditor’s 
documents was available on the website.  He also referred to the External 
Auditor’s Report for 2017/18 which stated the following: “On the basis of 
our reviews for Sections 1 and 2 of the AGAR, in our opinion the information 
in Sections 1 and 2 is in accordance with the proper practices and no other 
matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant 
legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met”. 
 
There were no other matters affecting the External Auditor’s opinion that 
it wished to draw to the Parish Council’s attention. 
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 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the outcome of the Annual Governance and 
Accountability Return external review for the 2017/18 financial year, be 
noted. 

 

   

18/95 To approve the budget for 2019/2020  

   

 Councillor Wykes tabled a copy of the draft budget for 2019/2020 and 
advised Members that the final budget needed to be agreed at the January 
2019 meeting of the Parish Council. 

 

   

 Members were advised that there would be a slight increase in essential 
expenditure which related to a 2.3% increase for the Clerk’s salary; taxes; 
mileage and postage.  Other costs to be budgeted for included the 
Transparency Fund; Payroll Administration, Audit Fees and Insurance. 

 

   

 In terms of important expenditure, Councillor Wykes advised that the 
items highlighted in yellow were new items which had been suggested by 
Members to be considered for inclusion within the budget. 

 

   

 Desirable expenditure referred to the following items: Litter Picker had 
been included in case there were no volunteers within the village; Church 
Lights with the potential to change all of the existing bulbs with LED lights; 
Grit/Salt Bins costs had been reduced as the Parish Council had decided 
against taking ownership of two of the grit bins in the village; Water costs; 
Village Hall; Training budget had been increased due to the Local 
Government Reform and advice to attend more training courses where 
possible; Rural Bus Service; Poppy Wreath; Village Notice Boards; Speed 
Camera; Bench Repairs; a lockable filing cabinet in order to comply with 
GDPR requirements; and a defibrillator. 

 

   

 Members noted that the budget for 2018/2019 and draft budget for 
2019/2020 were £9,582 and £14,276 respectively.  

 

   

 Members concurred that a separate meeting of the Parish Council’s 
Finance Working Party be held in order to consider the draft budget in 
further detail.  It was also emphasised that the budget needed to be 
completed and approved at the January 2019 meeting of the Parish 
Council. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 i) It was resolved that the update regarding the draft budget for 
2019/2020 be noted. 

 

   

 ii) It was resolved that a separate meeting of the Parish Council’s Finance 
Working Party be held in order to consider the draft budget in further 
detail.  All Members of the Parish Council were invited to attend. 
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18/96 To consider the Parish Precept for 2019/2020  

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the Parish Precept for 2019/2020 be deferred until the 
January 2019 meeting of the Parish Council. 

 

   

18/97 
 

To receive an update regarding the withdrawal of bus services within the 
village 

 

   

 Councillor Lodge provided an overview of the responses and comments 
which had been received to a leaflet which had been distributed to every 
household within the village seeking their views regarding the withdrawal 
of the local bus services, and to try and establish the level of need for a 
local bus service.  A total of 220 leaflets had been distributed and 32 
responses had been received. 

 

   

 A suggestion to submit a poll on the Parish Council’s website to encourage 
additional responses to the bus services survey was noted. 

 

   

 Members considered the implications associated to the withdrawal of the 
bus services within the village and made the following comments: 
- Local residents already paid for a bus service through their Parish 

Precept, therefore funding of a reduced service should be sought from a 
higher authority; 

- A pensioner living within the village without a car was essentially 
trapped; 

- A local bus service was an essential service and life-line for those who 
did not or no longer drove; and 

- Concerns were expressed regarding the Parish Council paying for a 
reduced/subsidised bus service now as the expectation would be for it 
to continue in the future particularly when the new unitary authorities 
were in place. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the update regarding the withdrawal of bus services 
within the village, be noted. 

 

   

18/98 To consider the fitting of a bollard at the end Golf Course bridle way to 
prevent fly tipping 

 

   

 Members considered the possibility of installing a retractable bollard at 
the end of the golf course bridle way to prevent fly-tipping. 

 

   

 Borough Councillor Hakewill suggested that the details of the request be 
sent to him via email, so that he could forward them onto the most 
relevant officer at Kettering Borough Council. 
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 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that an email be sent to Borough Councillor Hakewill 
regarding the possibility of requesting the fitting of a retractable bollard at 
the end of the golf course bridle way to prevent fly-tipping, so that he 
could progress the matter further on behalf of the Parish Council. 

Councillor 
Wykes 

   

18/99 To consider any training requests for Members or staff of the Parish 
Council  

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that no training requests from Members or staff of the 
Parish Council had been received. 

 

   

18/100 To note the Parish Council’s bank balance of £20,902.65 as at 28 
September 2018 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the Parish Council’s bank balance of £20,902.65 as at 
28 September 2018, be noted. 

 

   

18/101 To consider any payments to be authorised and to ratify any payments 
which have been made since the last meeting: 

i) Payments made since the last Parish Council Meeting; 
ii) Payments to be authorised; and 
iii) To consider the purchase of new wooden edging for two 

planters at the top of Church Road.  The estimated costs was 
£25.00.  Councillor Foster currently maintains the two 
planters 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 i) It was resolved that the following payments made since the last Parish 
Council Meeting be noted: 

 

   

 Recipient Cheque 
Number 

Purpose Value  

 HMRC 101106 Clerk’s PAYE £80.80  

 PKF Littlejohn LLP 101107 External 
Auditor’s Fee 

£240.00  

 HMRC 101108 Clerk’s PAYE £67.20  

  TOTAL: £388.00  
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 ii) It was resolved that the following cheques for payment be approved:  

   

 Recipient Cheque 
Number 

Purpose Value  

 Barbara Osborne 101109 Payroll Services 
(July – 
September 2018) 

£63.00  

 Alan Lodge 101110 USB Flash Drive 
(3 pack) 

£16.95  

 Royal British 
Legion 

101111 Village Poppy 
Wreath 

£17.00  

 SLCC 101112 CiLCA 
Qualification 
Registration Fee 

£250.00  

 Lynn McKenna 101113 Clerk’s Mileage 
(September – 
October 2018) 

£75.15  

 Lynn McKenna 101114 Clerk’s Postage £13.92  

 Lynn McKenna 101115 Clerk’s Salary 
(August 
(£322.92) and 
September 
(£269.17) 

£592.09  

  TOTAL: 1028.11  

   

 iii) It was resolved that Councillor Foster be permitted to purchase new 
wooden edging for the two planters at the top of Church Road with an 
estimated cost of £25.00, and submit the receipt to the Clerk for 
payment.  

Cllr Foster/ 
Clerk 

   

18/102 To consider the Parish Council’s Work Programme  

   

 Members considered the Parish Council’s Work Programme and noted 
that the following items which needed to be considered at the next 
meeting of the Parish Council in January 2019: 

• To approve the Budget for 2019/2020; 

• To consider and approve the Parish Precept for 2019/2020; and 

• To receive a bank reconciliation. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the Work Programme for 2018/2019 be noted.  

   

  



 

11 
 

18/103 Matters of report and any urgent business at the discretion of the 
Chairman 

 

   

 • Obstruction of footpath on Isham Road  

   

 Councillor Hobson reported that some of the residents on Isham Road had 
notified her that part of the footpath had been obstructed by new 
residents on Isham Road which was making it impassable at times. 

 

   

 Members considered the possibility of introducing a footpath on 
Orlingbury Hill and noted that the local school had previously suggested a 
similar request which had been declined by the landowner. 

 

   

 • Mass of concrete and garden post discarded in Village Hall Car Park  

   

 It was noted that the property at 13 Church Road, Pytchley had recently 
installed a new garden fence.  However, since its installation a large mass 
of concrete, including a garden post, appeared to have been accidently left 
in the Village Hall car park.  Members expressed concern regarding the 
mass of concrete and garden post being a hazard to visitors to the Village 
Hall, and requested that the Clerk write a letter to the occupiers of 13 
Church Road, Pytchley requesting them to arrange for the removal of the 
concrete mass and garden post as soon as possible. 

 

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the Clerk write a letter to the residents of 13 Church 
Road requesting them to remove the large mass of concrete and garden 
post which appeared to have been accidentally left in the Village Hall car 
park. 

Clerk 

   

18/104 To note the date, time and place of the next ordinary meeting  

   

 RESOLVED:  

   

 It was resolved that the next meeting of the Parish Council would be held 
on Monday 7th January 2019 at 7.00pm in the Village Hall, Pytchley. 

 

   

18/105 Close  

   

 The meeting closed at 8.45pm.  

   

 

Signed:       Chairman 

 

Date:  


