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PYTCHLEY PARISH COUNCIL 

 

 
Meeting Venue:  Email: clerk@pytchleyparishcouncil.org.uk  
Pytchley Village Hall  Web: www.pytchleyparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Church Road  Tel: 07513 298232 
Pytchley, Kettering    
Northamptonshire    
NN14 1EL  
                                                                                       

   

Minutes of the Finance Working Group Meeting of Pytchley Parish Council held on Friday 30th 
November 2018 at 7.00pm. 

 

Present: Councillor A Wykes (Chair) 

 Councillor T Everard 

 Councillor F Foster 

 Councillor B Hargreaves 

 Councillor P Hobson 

 Councillor A Lodge 

 Councillor S O’Rourke 

  

Also in attendance: Mrs L McKenna (Clerk to the Council) 

  

18/01 To discuss the 2019/2020 draft budget 

  

 The Vice-Chair circulated copies of the Budget Estimate for 2019/2020 and a Statement 
of Accounts as at 19 November 2018.  The outturn for 2018/2019 Year End was currently 
£16,279.54. 

  

 Members noted the following: 

• The Parish Council needed to create a Local Government Reserves Fund in preparation 
for the future requirements of the two new unitary authorities; 

• Parish Councils needed to have Reserves in place; 

• The Groundwork grant of £2,960.00 would be accounted for separately and was 
earmarked solely for Neighbourhood Plan work; 

• There was a need to explain to the Internal Auditor each year any unspent funds left 
over from the precept; 

• There were currently 372 local government electorates in Pytchley; 

• The current actual budget to date was £19,971.70; and 

• The Village Hall Account was gaining interest and was ringfenced for Village Hall 
repairs/maintenance (i.e. new roof fund).  Discussions regarding this account would 
also need to be considered by the Village Hall Committee. 

  

 Members considered the 2019/2020 Budget Estimate and made the following comments: 
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 Expenditure Comments 
 

 Essential Expenditure: 

 1. Clerks Salary Currently £1,958 for 7½ months of the 2018/2019 financial 
year.  It also included reference to an additional three hours 
of pay regarding the website maintenance.  There was a 
need to consider the tax line as it may become over budget.  
Recommended inflation as suggested by D Moody, NCALC 
was 2.25%.  It was suggested that comments regarding this 
item be extended.  

 2. HMRC Tax £578.00 spent to date (£895.00 for the 2018/2019 financial 
year).  A reduced amount of £748.00 was considered to be 
realistic as the Clerk would not be claiming as many hours 
for the CiLCA qualification and website set-up. 

 3. Clerks Expenses/ 
general 
administration 

This referred to the Clerk’s mileage, printing, posting and 
administrative costs.  To date it was already over budget at 
£883.00 for 2018/2019.  The possibility of purchasing a 
printer partly funded by the Transparency Fund and the 
Parish Council was considered to be more economical for 
commercial printing with a view to become paperless in the 
future. 

 4. Transparency Code This amount had been reduced as there was no need to 
fund the set-up costs of the website.  The Clerk was 
currently paid up to 3 hours per month to maintain the 
website. 

 5. Payroll Administration Barbara Osborne, an external payroll provider undertook 
the payroll administration on behalf of the Parish Council. 

 6. Audit Fees  There was a possibility that the Parish Council may enter a 
higher tax bracket if its funds exceeded £25,000 at the Year 
End for 2018/2019. 

 7. Insurance The renewal quotation was £257.66 comprising of £230.00 
insurance policy and £27.60 insurance premium tax. 

  TOTAL: The total essential expenditure for 2019/2020 was £6,275 
compared to £5,886 for 2018/2019. 

 Important Expenditure: 

 8. NCALC subscription 2019/2020 membership was based on existing costs. 

 9. ACRE membership 2019/2020 membership was based on existing costs. 

 10. CPRE membership 2019/2020 membership was based on existing costs. 

 11. Domain 
renewal/Website 
costs 

Annual costs of the website were £300 and comprised of 
£250.00 for the website hosting, license and support; 
£25.00 for domain renewal; and £25.00 for the Parish 
Council email account. 

 12. Link to social media There was a one-off fee of £150.00 to add a social media 
link to the Parish Council’s website. 

  TOTAL: The total important expenditure for 2019/2020 was 
£757.00 compare to £301.00 for 2018/2019. 
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 Expenditure Comments 
 

 Desirable Expenditure: 

 13. Litter Picker It was prudent to budget for Litter Pickers in the eventuality 
of volunteers being unable to assist in the future. 

 14. Church Lights There was a desire amongst Members to move towards LED 
lighting which may require a small investment, however 
would achieve a greater saving in the long term.  A project 
would need to be undertaken to consider the economies of 
scale and to re-introduce the use of a timer. 

 15. Church Lights 
Contingency Repairs 

The current spend was £65.00.  A suggestion was noted to 
carry forward any savings into the next financial year to 
assist with the project of moving to LED lights.  It was also 
suggested to reduce the 2019/2020 budget to £200.00. 

 16. Communication 
Printing 

£300.00 in the Transparency Fund could be used to 
purchase a printer.  There was a need to include a reference 
in the comments to the costs associated to ink cartridges in 
terms of printing leaflets/communications etc. 

 17. Grit/Salt for Grit Bins This item was to be removed from the 2019/2020 budget 
as the Parish Council had previously resolved not to take 
ownership and replenishment of two grit bins at its meeting 
held on 3 September 2018 (Minute 18/77). 

 18. Water cost 50% for 
Cemetery 

This item was to be left in the draft budget. 

 19. Village Hall 
maintenance 

This item was to be left in the draft budget. 

 20. Training (Clerk & 
Councillors) 

152% of the original budget had already been spent, 
however it was acknowledged that Members and staff of 
the Council needed to undertake additional training in the 
future. 

 21. Rural Bus Service This item was to be left in the draft budget as there were 
currently on-going discussions regarding the future of rural 
bus services.  Members expressed concerns that if Parish 
Councils started to subsidise rural bus services it would be 
expected from them by the two new unitary authorities 
moving forward.  If opportunities arose to provide a rural 
bus service, then funds could be spent from the general 
account providing it was budgeted for next year and 
maintained as an ongoing expenditure. 

 22. RBL Poppy Wreath This item was to be left in the draft budget. 

 23. Notice Boards The Notice Board at Lower End was in particularly poor 
condition.  A suggestion to place an advertisement on social 
media seeking a local trades-person to complete the works 
required was noted.  It was also suggested that the 
2019/2020 budget regarding this item be increased to 
£150.00. 
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 Expenditure Comments 
 

 24. Speed Camera Additional speed related signs on Orlingbury Road and 
Isham Road were considered.  Suggestions to consider 
match grant funding opportunities for a new speed camera 
and a village poll of whether local residents would be 
interested and willing to fund an additional camera either 
through the Parish Precept, “Just Giving” webpage or fund-
raising community events were noted.  It was therefore 
suggested that this item be removed from the budget.   

 25. Bench Repairs A suggestion to contact Councillor Christine Smith-Haynes 
and Kettering Borough Council to see whether they could 
assist with the funding of this matter was noted. 

 26. Filing Cabinet for 
GDPR 

A lockable filing cabinet was required in order for the Parish 
Council to comply with GDPR requirements. 

 27. Neighbourhood Plan Grant funding had been received however it may have been 
depleted in February/March.  A suggestion was therefore 
noted to budget £500.00 as a contingency for the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

  TOTAL: The total desirable expenditure for 2019/2020 was 
£13,776.00 compared to £9,082.00 for 2018/2019. 

 28. Contingency 
allowance  

Members considered whether a £500.00 budget was 
sufficient enough or whether the item should be removed. 

 29. Local Government 
Reserves Fund 

This should be a modest contribution. 

  

 The full total for Precept for 2019/2020 was £14,272.00 compared to £9,582.00 for 
2018/2019. 

  

 Members acknowledged that whilst the draft budget proposed a 20-25% increase in its 
precept which was considered to be a significant rise, the items being requested to be 
funded would ultimately seek to improve the village. 

  

 A copy of the final proposed budget is provided at Appendix A to these minutes. 

  

18/02 Close 

  

 The meeting closed at 9.00pm. 

  

 


